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Abstract

Ghassan Kanafani’s Men in the Sun is considered a foundational text in modern Palestinian and Arab literature, where
themes of identity, exile, and alienation intersect with advanced narrative techniques. This study focuses on temporal
overlapping as an artistic and aesthetic device for reshaping the narrative trajectory and examining its direct impact
on plot construction. The novel does not rely on a linear sequence of events; rather, it employs temporal shifts
(flashback and flashforward) to generate dramatic tension, deepen the psychological structure of the characters, and
highlight the weight of the past over the present. The research aims to deconstruct the narrative mechanisms through
which time becomes a structural element that transcends the function of recording events, turning instead into a
complex network of signs and meanings. It also investigates the relationship between temporal overlapping and
existential alienation, as time emerges as a pressing force that thwarts the characters’ attempts to overcome their
historical and political predicament. Through critical comparative textual analysis, the study reveals that the plot in
Men in the Sun is not merely a sequence of tragic events but a complex structure nourished by the dialectic of
past/present and life/death. The significance of this perspective lies in offering a reading of the novel beyond its
immediate political dimension, exposing its artistic and technical depth. The findings are expected to show that
temporal overlapping contributes to creating a closed circular plot symbolizing the blocked horizon before the
Palestinian at that time, demonstrating that narrative technique is not only an aesthetic tool but also an intellectual
means of producing meaning.
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